An improved method for the study of equine haptoglobin heterogeneity.
Equine serum haptoglobin was separated by polyacrylamide gel isoelectric focusing and visualized by protein staining or Western blotting. Conventional protein staining revealed up to three bands in the pI range 4.17 to 4.44. The blotting technique, however, showed an anodal group of 8 to 10 bands with a pI range of 4.11 to 4.52 and a cathodal group of 4 to 6 bands with a range of 4.55 to 5.14. The blotting method revealed that equine haptoglobin migrates outside the prealbumin area, in contrast to previous reports.